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Winterfest lights  
up Cricklewood
Winterfest brought seasonal merriment 
to the town centre on 24 November. The 
celebration featured food stalls, gift stalls, 
street theatre, stage entertainment and carols 
at the Green Isle outside B&Q. The event 
also saw the unveiling of two prototype 
festive lights for Cricklewood, designed 
by Haberdashery London. After taking 
the community’s comments on board, 
Haberdashery London will have the town 
centre’s lights ready for Christmas 2013. Boris 
Johnson, the Mayor of London, said: ‘Events 
like Winterfest in Cricklewood are a great 
way to entice customers to the area and bring 
the community together. We need vibrant, 
bustling high streets and kick starting activity 
in areas like Cricklewood is what my Outer 
London Fund is doing across the capital.’

Cricklewood Winterfest, 2012, photograph by Thomas Ball

A night of 
networking
On 27 November the Cricklewood Outer 
London Fund project hosted its first 
Networking Event at the Crown Moran Hotel. 
The event brought together businesses, 
residents, council representatives, and local 
organisations with a focus on helping one 
another and improving the town centre. 
Councillor Dean Cohen, Barnet Council’s Lead 
Member for Environment and Regeneration, 
introduced the event and its role in working 
toward positive change for Cricklewood. He 
said: ‘Events like these are all about getting 
people talking to one another and realising 
that collectively they can do so much when 
they pool their local knowledge and expertise.’ 
Joel Ede, the director of multi-media company 
Oxygenate, provided a fast-paced presentation 
on using social media to generate exposure, 
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opportunity and sales. Further social media 
business seminars will be delivered, free of 
charge, to Cricklewood businesses in 2013. 
The next Networking Event will be held on 27 
February at 6.30pm at the Crown Moran Hotel. 
Future Networking Events will also be held on 
26 June and 30 October 2013.
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BUSINESS PROFILE

The Real Man’s 
Clothing Company
The Real Man’s Clothing Company has had a 
presence in Cricklewood since 1946, when the 
shop first opened on Cricklewood Broadway 
as Atlas Menswear. Three years ago the shop 
moved to 106 Cricklewood Broadway, and 
has been owned and managed by Peter Tubbs 
since September 2012. In addition to offering 
a range of clothing in regular sizes, The 
Real Man’s Clothing Company also offers a 
specialty in bigger sizes. This plus-size niche 
brings shoppers from across the capital and 
outside London. 

The OLF design team worked with 
Mr Tubbs last year to create a spectacular 
Christmas window, providing the decorations 
and two models. The project is also helping 
him to develop a stronger web presence, with 
more information on the shop’s plus-size 
stock, and using business advice sessions to 
plan ways to reach more shoppers. The Real 
Man’s Clothing Company can be contacted on 
020 8452 0541.

YOU’RE INVITED

Cricklewood 
Business 
Association
The Cricklewood Business Association 
is up, running, and ready to register new 
members. It offers businesses an opportunity 
to work together as a group to further their 
individual economic growth and that of the 
town centre. Businesses will be able to meet 
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Outer London Fund 
Project Updates
Cricklewood town centre was awarded £1.676m 
from the Mayor of London’s Outer London 
Fund Round 2 in 2012. The fund is helping to 
increase the vibrancy and growth of high street 
places across London. The following aspects of 
the two-year project are currently underway:

The design team at Gort Scott has 
identified some strong candidates for frontage 
improvements. In addition, the brand identity 
and website for Cricklewood are nearly 
finalised.

The BT phone box at 69 – 71 Cricklewood 
Broadway has been removed and a further four 
BT phone boxes will be removed imminently 
from 195 Cricklewood Broadway, Anson Road/
Cricklewood Broadway, 139 Cricklewood 
Broadway, and outside Matalan. Robin Lee 
Architects are in consultation with LB Barnet, 
LB Brent and LB Camden on the removal of 
selected bollards and guardrails to create more 
space for pedestrians. Plans to introduce more 
street trees, improved paving, better bins and 
more cycle stands are also being developed. 

Thomas Ball, a member of Creative 
Cricklewood, will be taking portraits of shop 
owners this spring as part of an exciting street-
wide photography project that celebrates the 
diversity of Cricklewood town centre. 

 

with local authorities, business experts and 
other statutory bodies to share their concerns, 
information and ideas and solve issues 
affecting the business environment. They will 
also benefit from the website, newsletter, and 
social media promotions. Members will have 
access to valuable economic data that can help 
them better understand their customer base. 
Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of 
every other month at the Crown Moran Hotel 
from 10 am to 12 pm. Mark your diaries for 
these dates in 2013: 27 March, 29 May, 31 July, 
25 September, and 27 November.

The Real Man’s Clothing Company, Cricklewood Broadway, photograph by Thomas Ball

Business Association meeting launch, 2012, photograph by Thomas Ball



January sees UK high 
street woes 

January saw the demise of three big names 
on the UK high street: Jessops, HMV and 
Blockbuster. Between them, the doors have 
closed on up to 1,000 stores and ten times 
that many jobs are at risk. The companies’ 
downfall can be attributed to competition 
from the Internet and big supermarkets, plus 
the fact that many consumers now have less 
disposable income. Moreover, the business 
models at all three failed to adapt to changing 
times. Understanding consumer behaviour and 
developing a strong set of up-to-date business 
skills has never been more important.

The Cricklewood Outer London Fund 
offers a range of seminars to help town centre 
businesses prosper during this challenging 
retail period and beyond. All support sessions 
are available free of charge to anyone who 
owns, manages, or works in a business in 
Cricklewood. The events and seminars are held 
at the Crown Moran Hotel on the following 
dates in 2013:

Rate Relief and Business Drop-in Clinic: 
25 April and 6 August, 10am – 6pm
Marketing: 21 February and 10 July, 
11am – 1pm and 5.30pm – 7.30pm
Website Design: 9 May, 11am – 1pm  
and 5.30pm – 7.30pm
Trading Online: 21 March and 24 September, 
11am – 1pm and 5.30pm – 7.30pm
Business Planning: 18 April and 11 June, 
1am – 1pm and 5.30pm – 7.30pm
Social Media for Business: 7 March, 
14 March, 10 September, 17 September, 
11am – 1pm and 5.30pm – 7.30pm

Please contact Sally Williams by phone or text 
on 07889 173 101 or email sally@retailrevival.
org.uk to book a place on any of the support 
seminars.

UK retail crime  
up in 2012
The overall cost of retail crime increased to 
£1.6 billion in 2012, a rise of almost 16% over 
the year before, according to the British Retail 
Consortium’s Retail Crime Survey 2012. The 
average value of goods being stolen in each 
offence increased to £109 and nearly one in 
twenty stores suffered a robbery during the 
year. Retailers are also spending more money 
to protect their staff, stock and customers 
as the cost of crime prevention went up 7% 
compared with the year before. Despite the 
increase in thefts, the survey also found that 
fewer crimes are being reported to the police. 
The full survey results can be read on the 
British Retail Consortium’s website at  
www.brc.org.uk.

Crowdfunding comes  
to town centres
Towns have turned to ‘crowdfunding’ to 
raise money for much-needed regeneration 
projects. The model allows hundreds of 
local people, businesses, and the council 
to pledge contributions online, which are 

only collected if projects go ahead. The aim 
is to rejuvenate the UK’s town centres with 
imaginative projects that boost visitor appeal. 
The global information services company 
Experian is making available funds of up to 
£100k over a year, which will be added directly 
into the funding thermometers of the most 
imaginative projects when they are posted on 
the crowdfunding platform Spacehive.com. 
The model echoes the Victorian-era tradition 
of public subscription, which saw millions 
of proud citizens share the cost of new parks 
and statues. More information is available 
at spacehive.com/initiatives/towncentres 
and from The Association of Town Centre 
Management at www.atcm.org.

Camden o!ers online 
business accounts
Camden Council has now made it easier 
for business customers to get things done. 
Simply register at camden.gov.uk/business 
to manage your business with the council 
online. Not only can you get advice, support 
and information relevant to your business, 
but you can view your rates account and pay 
online, keep track of your applications and 
correspondence, and get automated reminders 
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Creative Christmas activities at Winterfest, November 2012, photograph by Thomas Ball

Onstage entertainment, Winterfest, November 2012, 
photograph by Thomas Ball



Brent Council

Switchboard: 020 8937 1234 
Planning: 020 8937 5210 
Environmental Health: 020 8937 5252 
Noise Pollution: 020 8937 5252

Barnet Council 

Switchboard: 020 8359 2000 
Planning: 020 8359 3000 
Environmenatal Health and Noise 
Pollution: 020 8359 7995

Camden Council

Switchboard: 020 7974 4444  
for all enquiries

Upcoming Events

Open Mic and Art Show
21 February
The Open Mic and Art Show is a 
regular fortnightly event hosted by the 
Windmill Hotel. It acts as a showcase 
for local talent and performers from 
further afield, while the art show 
features work by many acclaimed 
local artists. The events are organised 
by Creative Cricklewood, a diverse 
group of artists, writers, musicians 
and performers who live or work in the 
area. The events run from 8pm–11pm 
at 57 Cricklewood Broadway NW2 
3JX. More information is available from 
creativecricklewood@gmail.com and 
creativecricklewood.org

OLF Business  
Networking Event
27 February
Meet the people who help to shape 
Cricklewood – businesses, community 
organisations, local politicians and 
residents – during a session of 
facilitated networking. Sally Williams, 
from Retail Revival, will present the key 
findings of the Cricklewood Shoppers 
Survey. Graham Chase, chairman of 
Chase & Partners, will share his expert 
opinion on the commercial role of 
Cricklewood in modern London. Be 
sure to attend to hear his ten essential 
actions towards a brighter future for 
the town centre. The Networking 
Event will be held at the Crown Moran 
Hotel at 6.30pm. Please contact Sally 
Williams on 07889 173 101 or email 
sally@retailrevival.org.uk for more 
information.

NW2 Network Meeting
3 March
NW2 Network is a group of 
professionals and service providers, 
living or working in NW2, o!ering 
their services via a searchable, online 
database. Annual membership is 
only £5. Meetings are held once a 
month at the Crown Moran Hotel 
to discuss the group’s progress, 
socialise and network. Register to join 
online at www.northwesttwo.co.uk/
nw2network.php.

when your licences are due to expire. Other 
benefits include online applications for 
services such as planning, parking, and 
building control. 

Have breakfast with 
Brent’s Employer
Partnership
Brent businesses are invited to get involved 
with The Employer Partnership’s Business 
Breakfasts. These quarterly events offer 
the opportunity to both network and hear 
from speakers on topical issues such as the 
recession and the impact on businesses, 
accessing procurement opportunities within 
the public sector, and the value in recruiting 
local apprentices. The Employer Partnership 
supports economic growth and enterprise 
in the borough and maximising benefits for 
business. For more information please contact 
employerpartnership@brent.gov.uk.

Keen construction  
with Supply Brent
Supply Brent has been set up to maximise 
opportunities available to local businesses and 
residents on construction projects both within 
and outside of the borough. The initiative 
started in December 2010 as construction 
work on Brent’s new Civic Centre Project 
commenced and has made a positive mark 
with local businesses to date. The Supply 
Brent website enables companies to register 
and receive live tender package alerts with 
a simplified expression of interest process. 
The team is keen to work in partnership with 
developers, contractors and commercial 
teams working on projects across London 
and their associated supply chains. Visit 
www.supplybrent.co.uk to view the latest 
tender opportunities, search the supplier 
directory for companies and suppliers, and 
learn more about the project.
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Zimmy van Zandt plays at the Windmill’s Open Mic, photograph by Henryk Terpilowski

Cricklewood Improvement Programme 

All enquiries cipcricklewood@yahoo.co.uk 
Telephone: 020 8208 8591


