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Cricklewood  
gains a town square
Cricklewood Town Square will 
transform forgotten patches of land 
into civic space for the community 
this September. The aim of this 
temporary, mobile project is to 
showcase how useful and desirable 
public space can be, and to create 
a precedent for future development 
of public space in Cricklewood. 
The square, which is an activity 
of the Cricklewood Outer London 
Fund project, will move every 
Saturday between 31 August and 
28 September, and then onto 
Somerset House in central London 

on 3 October. All local residents and 
businesses are encouraged to help 
set up the square, attend events, or 
just stop by. More information and 
the full programme of events can be 
found at Cricklewoodtownsquare.com. 
 Cricklewood Town Square can be 
found in the following locations in 
September: 

 Sat 31 August – Fri 6 September:  
 B&Q Green 
 Sat 7 – Fri 13 September:  
 Keyes Road mini-square 
 Sat 14 – Fri 20 September:   
 Railway Terraces 
 Sat 21 – Fri 27 September:  
 Beacon Bingo 
 Sat 28 – Sun 29 September only:  
 Raft Car Park

Silk Road Festival 
returns
The second annual Silk Road 
Festival is set to kick off an exciting 
week of arts and cultural events 
on 1 September. Featuring an 
array of fantastic programmes at 
venues across the town centre, the 
festival will culminate in a massive 
outdoor event on 7 September from 
12–6pm. With stalls selling food 
and drinks from around the world, 
arts and crafts, live performances, 
interactive workshops, and children’s 
entertainment, the town centre will 
truly be a modern day silk road. To 
volunteer on the day or get your 
business involved, please contact 
info@cricklewood.net. 

www.cricklewood.net

Silk Road Festival / Cricklewood Town Square /  
Profile: Lihiniya / Networking Event / OLF Updates /  

Public Realm Consultation / CIP News / Upcoming Events

Cricklewood Town Square, image by Kieren Jones

Silk Road Festival 2012



Business Profile: 
Lihiniya
Lihiniya opened in 1996 to bring  
a taste of Sri Lanka to Cricklewood 
Broadway. The restaurant was a 
popular spot with both the local 
Irish community and the Sri Lankan 
community, who would come out in 
force for a taste of home. In recent 
years, however, the restaurant’s 
strong Irish clientele has tailed off 
and business has been confined to Sri 
Lankans looking for authentic food. 
With Costa Coffee opening directly 
opposite, Meepoli, Lihiniya’s owner, 
is philosophical: ‘We are happy to 
have Costa as it will bring people 
to this end of the Broadway and we 
welcome new investment, but their 
bright, modern signage and shop fit 
makes our fascia look tired. We need 
to become more noticeable.’

Sally Williams, of Retail Revival, is 
helping Lihiniya enhance its positive 
attributes as part of the OLF project. 
There are plans to brighten the 
interior to make it look modern and 
welcoming, new table coverings, 
improved lighting, and new menus 
and signage. Lihiniya also has a shop 
in the rear section selling authentic 
ingredients, sacks of rice, and spices, 
which will be incorporated into the 
front of house so that people can 
peruse the deli section as they enjoy 
the food.

Lihiniya is located at 66 
Cricklewood Broadway, NW2 3EP.

Cricklewood 
Networking Event
On 26 June the Cricklewood Outer 
London Fund (OLF) team hosted 
its second Networking Event for 
town centre residents, businesses, 
council representatives and other 
stakeholders at the Crown Moran 
Hotel. Members of the team were on 
hand to explain proposed building 
improvements, public realm works, 
and other initiatives. With the launch 
of the Cricklewood website, local 
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OLF Updates
Haberdashery London has been 
testing the prototype festive lights 
for the town centre, which will be 
installed this autumn. The building 
improvements project developed by 
Gort Scott Architects for the parade 
of shops stretching from Pedro’s 
Café to Costa Coffee on Cricklewood 
Broadway has been submitted 
for planning permission. The 
Shopkeepers Photography project 
will feature in the programming 
for the Cricklewood Town Square. 
Photographer Thomas Ball has 
produced 150 images, each of which 
will also be framed for display in shop 
windows or interiors. 

Public Realm 
Consultation
Robin Lee Architecture has been 
looking at opportunities to create a 
more cohesive setting for the town 
centre with a series of improvements 
to pedestrian spaces, new trees 
and greenery. Wherever possible 
excessive street clutter will also be 
removed. A consultation on proposed 
designs will be held at the Crown 
Moran Hotel on 5 September from 
12–8pm and at the Silk Road Festival 
on 7 September from 12–6pm. Please 
visit Cricklewood.net to comment and 
email regeneration@barnet.gov.uk  
for further information.

businesses were invited to register 
and promote special offers. Danny 
Maher, chair of the Cricklewood 
Town Team, spoke about the 
activities underway to improve the 
town centre. Sally Williams, of Retail 
Revival, presented the key findings 
of the recently completed Visitor 
Satisfaction Survey, and how it will 
be used to guide ongoing work. 
Keynote speaker Jonathan Joseph, 
Development Director for Brent Cross 
Cricklewood Development Partners, 
focused on using partnership vehicles 
to achieve sustainable development. 

Cricklewood Networking Event,  
images by Thomas Ball, 2013

Lihiniya Restaurant owner, Meepoli. Photograph by Thomas Ball, 2013



CIP News
The Cricklewood Improvement 
Programme (CIP) has held discussions 
about policing across the three 
boroughs and meetings to review 
cleaning schedules for Cricklewood. 
The group is also working with police 
and other agencies regarding the 
issue of migrant workers on the 
Broadway. De-cluttering efforts to 
reduce the number of phone boxes 
in the town centre are continuing, 
especially as they have been 
linked to anti-social behaviour. 
The Cricklewood Town Team, a 
visionary and strategic operational 
management team for the high 
street, is also in development. To get 
involved with CIP please email  
info@cricklewood.net.

Register with Cricklewood.net 

All town centre businesses are invited 
to register for the Cricklewood.net 
directory. Content should include 
a photo with a maximum of 600 
pixels on the shortest edge and a 
description of up to 400 words. 
Please include your full address, 
telephone number and hours of 
business (if applicable), contact 
name and details. Local traders are 
also encouraged to promote monthly 
special offers on the website. Offers 
should be submitted by the last 
week of the month for inclusion the 
following month. Directory details 
and offers can be sent to  
info@cricklewood.net. 

Hanging baskets  
in full flower
The town centre is full of colour with 
the return of hanging baskets in the 
town centre. The baskets are part 
of the Outer London Fund’s public 
realm improvements initiative. The 
NW2 Residents Association has 
also generously provided additional 
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baskets on Temple, Newton, Langton, 
and Wotton Roads and at the Manor 
Gym & Health Club.

Summer days  
at the Dell
Sunday 30 June saw the return of 
Mapesbury Dell’s annual Wild Day, 
with over 750 people enjoying 
the wild animal show, baby farm 
animals, a tombola, and delicious 
refreshments. On 16 July, the Dell 
hosted its first Sunset Opera evening. 
Inspired by Creative Cricklewood and 
hosted by the Dell, the programme 
included composers such as Mozart, 
Mahler, and Debussy. To find out more 
about the Dell, please visit  
www.mapesbury-dell.org. 

NW2 Network:  
Brent in Bloom
Cricklewood photographer Margarita 
Karenko has offered to photograph 
residents’ gardens to support the 
neighbourhood’s entry into Brent 
in Bloom. The NW2 Residents 
Association will chronicle the 
photographs on notice boards, 
their website, and Facebook to 
show how blooming marvellous the 
neighbourhood looks. Please contact 
Margarita at  
info@modernphotostudio.org or  
on 07445 474885. 

Sunset Opera at the Dell, image by Thomas Ball, 2013

Hanging baskets in Temple Road.  
Photograph by NW2 Residents Association

SPECIAL
OFFERS

Each month, cricklewood.net  
brings you exciting deals  
by local shops, businesses  

and restaurants.



Brent Council
Switchboard: 020 8937 1234 
Planning: 020 8937 5210 
Environmental Health: 020 8937 5252 
Noise Pollution: 020 8937 5252

Upcoming Events 
 
Silk Road Festival 
1–7 September
Events will run at venues throughout 
the town centre during the week and 
end with an outdoor festival featuring 
music, dance, food stalls and more.  
For more information visit  
www.cricklewood.net.

NW2 Network 
1 September

NW2 Network meetings are held once 
a month at the Crown Moran Hotel 
to discuss the group’s progress and 
network. For more information please 
email northwesttwo@gmail.com.

Mapesbury  
Local Enterprise Fair 
24 September

The fair will provide residents of 
Mapesbury Ward with an opportunity 
to promote their services or products. 
An ‘Auction of Promises’ will raise 
funds to give young people the skills 
to find employment or start a business. 
The event will be held at St Gabriel’s 
Church from 6–9pm. More information 
is available from www.mapra.org.uk.

Cricklewood  
Business Association 
25 September & 27 November

The Cricklewood Business 
Association offers businesses an 
opportunity to work together as 
a group to further their individual 
economic growth and that of the town 
centre. The group meets bi-monthly  
at the Crown Moran Hotel.  
For more information contact  
info@cricklewood.net.

Creative Cricklewood Events 
On-going

The Open Mic and Art show 
continues every Thursday from 8pm 
at the Windmill Pub, 57 Cricklewood 
Broadway. Every Friday Cricklewood 
writers spend 90 silent minutes writing 
together from 3.15pm at Meral’s Café, 
44 Cricklewood Lane. Every third 
Tuesday of the month we explore the 
history of local and surrounding areas. 
More information is available from 
www.creativecricklewood.org.
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Cricklewood  
Improvement Programme 
All enquiries:  
Telephone: 020 8208 8591 
www.cricklewood.net 

Cricklewood Newsletter
The Cricklewood Newsletter is a quarterly publication produced by the 
Cricklewood Outer London Fund team. It is delivered to all town centre 
businesses and available online at www.cricklewood.net/news/print-
newsletters. Please send ideas for articles and comments to   
sara@udensoncaldbeck.co.uk.

Cricklewood Dispersal Zone, 2013

Dispersal notice  
comes into effect
Barnet, Brent, and Camden councils 
have launched a dispersal zone for 
Cricklewood town centre. Police will 
now be able to disperse groups or 
individuals within the boundaries of 
the zone who are suspected of being 
involved in criminal and anti-social 
acts. Those dispersed from the zone 
will be barred from returning to the 
area within 24 hours and anyone who 
refuses to move on or breaches the 
order can face up to three months 
imprisonment or a fine of up to 
£2,500. The dispersal zone went into 
effect on 27 May and will continue  
for six months.

Landlords may get  
new BID roles
Local Growth Minister Mark Prisk 
has announced changes that could 
enable property owners to have a 
direct say in business improvement 
districts (BIDs). A BID is a partnership 
between a local authority and 
the local business community to 
develop projects and services that 
will benefit the trading environment 
within the boundary of a clearly 
defined commercial area. Currently, 
property owners can make voluntary 
contributions towards a ratepayer 
BID and some do. The consultation 
on formalising the role of property 
owners, who are not ratepayers, in 
BIDs will be open until 17 September 
2013. More information is available at 
www.gov.uk.

Barnet Council
Switchboard: 020 8359 2000 
Planning: 020 8359 3000 
Environmenatal Health and  
Noise Pollution: 020 8359 7995

Camden Council
Switchboard: 020 7974 4444  
for all enquiries


